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A personal story of violence, and bealin

y, in West End

Viva Meu Deus (Alive My God)

By Paulette Richards

“You think I'm plaving
with you?”" Exad [sec
sidebar below] cocked
his gun and shoved the

harrel against my hip.

“Where's the moneyr”
he drawled around the
cigarette poked

characteristically in the

semnar of his meaaed,

“(rive me the keys. I'll

e it tor vou.

He rurned to his
partner and handed
him the gun. Then his
partner turned his back
to me. The gun was
rer pointed in

my direction, but [ was

Whats Happening at the Jobn H. Harland Boys & Girls Club?

HOTGIRLS, Inc. Launches Program for Teen Girls

By Carla Stokes, Ph.D., M.P.H.

Helping Our Teen Gitls In Real Life
Situations, Inc. (I IOTGIRLS) announces the
launch of the FIREGRL Club at the Intel®
Computer Clubhouse at the
John H. Harland Boys & Girls
Club. This unigque program
trains teen grls (ages 13-15) in
health education, activism,
technology, and media Iiteracy
and prraducrinn. HOTGIRLS
is a vodunteer-led 501 (c)(3)
n:Jr:prnﬁr organization
dedicated to improving the
health and lives of young Black
woinen and girls. The
organization trains young
woimen and girls to design and
implement social change
projects that tackle the health issues and real
life sinzations they face in their lives and
communities. The FIREGRI. Club program
builds upoa grr:undhrunking research
conducted by HOTGIRLS founder Dir. Carla
Stokes on Black girls’ use of the Web and hip
hop as tools for self-expression.

Members of the HOTGIRLS Girls” Advisory
Board began educaring girls ar the Harland
Boys & Girls Club about street harassment

& § < ?
HOTGIRLS Girls’ Advisory Board
members pose for a picture in the
recording studio at the
Computer Clubhouse

and the importance of developing a positive
self-image in October, The girls are currently
recording educational rap and R&B songs
and dc\'r:lr)]'ling innovative materals for a
campaign to raise
awareness about
street harassment,
The HOTGIRLS
aAppie vach is o erful
because it helps grls
navigate the
contradictory
messages they receive
about Black gitlhood.
Participants are
empowered to resist
denigrating

representa tons of
women and girls by
creating their own
media and self-representations.

In March, the HOTGIRLS Girls® .\l|v|:-'nr:\
Board will partner wirh Ardanta University
Cenrer students parncipating in the
HOTGIRLS Young Women's Leadership
Council o organize a summit for local teen
girls abour the impact of HIV/AIDS on
Black women and girls in the Atlanta area.
Afrer the summit, FIREGRL Club

participants will work with HOTGIRLS,
HIV/AIDS experts, and mentots from local
colleges to create an HIV/AIDS awareness
campalgn ta rgL'ting young woiren and gir]-\
residding in the loeal ecommunity. FIREGRL
Club participants will also learn about media
production while developing educational
content for FIREGRL.com, a web site for
Black teen girls sponsored by HOTGIRLS.
The girls will learn how to ereate digital
artwork, produce their own music, and design
Web sites in a fun, girl-friendly atmosphere.

The FIREGRI. Club will |11.'9_1:1 a new cycle in
March. Applications will be available in
January/February. To learn more abour the
program, please visit the HOTGIRLS web
site (www.helpingourteengirls.org) or contact
Nikki Abdul-Mareen, Director of the
Computer Clubhouse ar (404)758-2892,

Dr. Carla Stokes - researcher,
fealith edscator, consultant,
and Iaceentive Divector of
HOTGIRLLY, Ine, - began
paseth i West End
o Npelman

e
while atfems

Collese,




